Summer 2026
Newsletter

As summer approaches, we would like to share an update
on the Columbia Falls Aluminum Company (CFAC)
Superfund remediation project.

Pre-Design Work

Pre-design fieldwork wrapped up successfully in late 2025. Completion of these activities marks
an important step in understanding site conditions and guiding future work. Geotechnical work
provided valuable information that will support the next stages of planning and design.

CFAC Superfund Cleanup Moves into Active
Remediation Phase

Remediation Activities Scheduled for
Summer 2026

The CFAC Superfund Site is entering a
significant new phase as cleanup activities
move from planning and investigation into
active remediation.

During the recent Community Liaison Panel
(CLP) meeting, representatives from the

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA),
Montana Department of Environmental
Quality (DEQ), and the CFAC project manager
provided updates on cleanup progress,
upcoming construction activities, and
long-term site plans.

Years of Investigation Lead to Cleanup Action

The CFAC site was added to the National Priorities List in 2016, following extensive environmental
investigations that began in 2015. Over a five-year period, agencies evaluated soil, groundwater,
surface water, sediment, and ecological impacts across the property.

In January 2025, the EPA issued its Record of Decision, formally selecting the cleanup remedy
for the site. The remedy primarily addresses cyanide and fluoride contamination associated with
historic aluminum smelting operations.
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Key Components of the Selected Remedy

The approved cleanup plan includes:

« Lining the Cedar Creek Reservoir overflow
channel to reduce water infiltration near
contaminated areas.

+ Excavating and consolidating contaminated
surface soils into a secure on-site landfill.

« Improving and capping existing landfills on the
property.

« Constructing a slurry wall around the West
Landfill and Wet Scrubber Sludge Pond to
prevent contaminated groundwater from
migrating toward the Flathead River.

+ Implementing long-term monitoring,
maintenance, and institutional controls to
ensure the remedy remains protective.

Consent Decree Nearing Completion

The EPA reported that the federal government,
the State of Montana, and CFAC have signed a
final Consent Decree outlining responsibilities
for implementing and funding the cleanup. The
agreement is currently under review by the U.S.
Department of Justice before being lodged in
federal court for public comment.

While the legal process continues, work is moving

forward under an existing Unilateral Administrative
Order (UAQ), allowing critical remediation activities

to begin without delay.



Summer Construction Activities

Two major projects are scheduled for this summer:

Cedar Creek Overflow Channel Lining

Approximately 3,500 feet of the Cedar Creek overflow channel will
be lined to reduce groundwater infiltration near contaminated landfill
areas.

Construction is anticipated to beginin late July and continue for roughly
two months. EnviroCon was selected as the contractor through a
competitive bidding process.

The work will be largely confined to the channel itself and is not
expected to significantly impact nearby residents.

Soil Excavation and Landfill Improvements

Crews will remove contaminated surface soils identified during site
investigations and transport them to the site’s industrial landfill for
secure disposal.

Following excavation:

«  Confirmation sampling will verify the successful removal of
contaminated material.

- Excavated areas will be restored and regraded.
« Theindustrial landfill will receive additional capping.
« Improvements will also be made to the existing center landfill cap.

Most contamination in these areas consists of hydrocarbons and
localized metals that pose ecological or human-health risks if left
unaddressed.

Groundwater Monitoring Continues

Project officials emphasized that groundwater monitoring remains a
critical component of the cleanup effort.

Recent sampling completed this spring found no cyanide or fluoride
contamination in voluntary residential monitoring wells in the
Aluminum City area. Monitoring data also indicate that contaminant
concentrations within the groundwater plume are gradually declining,
though levels remain above regulatory standards in some locations.

The future remedy, including the planned slurry wall, is designed to halt
contaminant migration toward the Flathead River.
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Community Involvement Remains a Priority

CFAC representatives remain committed to community involvement. CLP meetings will continue
as the project reaches important milestones. Information about upcoming CLP meetings and
other project updates will be shared through newsletters, like this one, and email updates to
subscribers. If you would like to subscribe to email updates, please contact Kristine Fife at

Kristine@bigskypublicrelations.com.

Looking Ahead

The project has now reached a pivotal stage after years of investigation, planning, and
collaboration among EPA, Montana DEQ, local governments, community organizations, and
residents.

With active remediation beginning this summer and long-term cleanup infrastructure

moving toward design and construction, the project has taken an important step toward
protecting groundwater, safeguarding the Flathead River, and supporting future redevelopment
opportunities that will benefit the Columbia Falls community for years into the future.
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Additional Project Details

Historical project material, official documents, and past CLP
meeting minutes can be accessed at » CFACproject.com
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